
Atriplex argentea var. expansa (Chenopodiaceae), a New 

Combination for the Flora of North America 

Stanley L. Welsh 

Monte I,. Bean Life Science Museum, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602, U.S.A. 
slslwelsh@aol.com 

James L. Reveal 

The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, New York 10458-5126, U.S.A. Mailing address: 
18625 Spring Canyon Road, Montrose, Colorado 81401-7906, U.S.A. jrl9@umail.umd.edu 

Abstract. The name Atriplex argentea var. rno- 

havensis is not correct when A. expansa is treated as 

a synonym. Publication of its basionym, A. expansa 

var. mohavensis, created the autonym, variety expan¬ 

sa, which has priority according to the International 

Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Art. 11.6). Thus, 

the combination A. argentea var. expansa is estab¬ 

lished to replace the name variety mohavensis used 

in volume 4 of the Clara of North America. 
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The name Atriplex argentea var. mohavensis (!Y1. 

E. Jones) S. L. Welsh, adopted but not validly pub¬ 

lished by Taylor and Wilken (1993), was validly 

published by Welsh (2003) just prior to its inad¬ 

vertent republication in the Flora of North America 

(Welsh, 2004a: 351). Two months later the name 

was proposed yet again (Welsh. 2004b), although it 

would not have been valid (Art. 33.3; Greuter et 

al., 2000) as the date of the basionym was not in¬ 

cluded in the protologue. In any case, the two later 

publications are isonyms and as such have no no- 

menclatural status (Art. 6. Note 1). The validly 

published name was not correct as Welsh (2003) 

cited A. expansa S. Watson in synonymy (not men¬ 

tioned in the FNA volume because of their editorial 

style of limiting citation of synonyms). Inasmuch as 

the basionym, A. expansa S. Watson var. mohavensis 

\1. E. Jones, automatically created the autonym, va¬ 

riety expansa, this epithet has priority (Art. 1 1.6; 

Greuter et ah, 2000). Atriplex argentea var. mohav¬ 

ensis, while superfluous when published (Art. 52.1), 

is legitimate and may be used if  A. expansa is ex¬ 

cluded from synonymy. That not being the case ac¬ 

cording to Welsh (2003, 2004b), the following com¬ 

bination is required. 

Atriplex argentea Nutt. var. expansa (S. Watson) 

S. L. Welsh & Reveal, comb. nov. Basionym: 

Atriplex expansa S. Watson, Proc. Amer. Acad. 

Arts 9: 1 16. 1874. Atriplex argentea subsp. ex¬ 

pansa (S. Watson) H. M. Hall & Clements, 

Publ. Carnegie Inst. Wash. 326: 301. 1923. 

TYPE: U.S.A. New Mexico: "39. Chenop. sand 

bars in Rio Grande below Dona Ana, July 28, 

1851,” 6. Wright 574 (lectotype, designated by 

Welsh (2003: 26), GH). 

Atriplex trinervata Jepson, Pittonia 2: 305. 1892. Atriplex ex¬ 

panse S. Watson var. trinervata (Jepson) J. F. Macbride, 

Contr. Gray Herb. 53: 9. 1918. TYPE: U.S.A. Califor¬ 

nia: Solano Co., near the Araquipa Hills, 22 Sep. 1891, 

W. L Jepson s.n. (holotype, JEPS; isotype, RSA). 

The holotype is a single specimen mounted on three 

sheets (JFPS 2770—2772). 

Atriplex expansa S. Watson var. mohavensis M. E. Jones, 

Contr. W. Hot. II:  20. 1903. Atriplex argentea Nutt, 

var. mohavensis (M. E. Jones) S. L. Welsh, N. Amer. 

Sp. Atriplex: Addendum [p. 159). 2003. TYPE: 

U.S.A. California: Kern Co., Mojave, 20 Aug. 1894, 

M. E. Jones s.n. (lectotype, designated by Welsh 

(2003: 26), POM). 

Atriplex sordida Standley, N. Amer. El. 21: 47. 1916. 

TYPE: U.S.A. California: Riverside Co.. San Jacinto 

Valley, 1880. G. Vasey 549 (holotype, US). 
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